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SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:00 Traditional Service in
Sanctuary
10:15 Sunday School
11:16 Praise Service in
Disciple House

Church Ofyce Hours
Monday-Thursday
8:00 - 4:30
Friday
8:00 - Noon

CHURCH OFFICE WILL
CLOSE AT NOON
December 31, 2007

ICHURCH OFFICE CLOSED,

January 1, 2008

N C
Q)

X
O
2 Y
()

5 &
®es oF ©

L] H’)~b

FCC STAFF
DR. RICHARD C. EMERSON
Senior Minister

.. DR.JAMES H. LEWIS
Minister of Congregational Life

. REV. GALA STRUNK
Minister of Music/Organist

REV. DAVID FARMER
Minister of Outreach

. . LYN BLOUNT
Dir. Childrents Ministries

TYLER LOPEZ
Director of Youth Ministries

CHERYL MC NULTY
P.R.E.P. School Director

NANCY HOLLOMAN
Financial Secretary

MICHELLE FRITZ
Ofyce Coordinator

GEORGE TERRELL
Facility Coordinator

One of my favorite readings in scripture is found in Luke 2: 24-38
when baby Jesus is brought to the Temple. Here we meet Simeon
and Anna. At the time of dedication, Joseph and Mary just stood
there, marveling at what was being said about Jesus. Simeon, a
devout man ylled with the Holy Spirit was constantly awaiting the
Messiah. The Holy Spirit told him that he would not die until he
had seen Godds anointed King. As he took the baby Jesus into his
hands, he said, fiLord, now I can die content! For | have seen him
as you promised me | would. | have seen the Savior you have given
to the world. He is the Light that will shine upon the nations, and he will be the glory
of your people Israel.0

Having just celebrated Christmas, can your heart feel the joy of Simeon? My
heart does.

Anna, a prophetess, a widow for eighty-four years following seven years of
marriage, worshipped God daily in the Temple. As she came along, she heard Simeon
speaking to Mary and Joseph. She then went into Jerusalem telling everyone about
the Savior; that the Messiah had ynally arrived. The centuries old prophecy had come
true!

Packaged within that truth was more truth. Following their blessing, Simeon told
Mary, iA sword shall pierce your soul, for this child will be rejected by many in Israel,
and this to their undoing. But he will be the greatest joy of many others.o

Jesus T will he be rejected or accepted? The answer rests with each one of us.
One of the great lessons revealed in this scripture is that of faithfulness. Anna and
Simeon, in their advanced age led a life of dedication to God. They worshipped in the
Tempe and they held a yrm grasp upon the prophecy of the coming Messiah. What can
we learn from those who have led a long life in the faith? Our society, unfortunately,
often values youthfulness over wisdom. | believe, as Christians, we should reverse
those values whenever we can so we may be intergenerational; young and old alike are
missing so much when we dondt share together. It has often been said that faith is not
only taught but it is caught.

As we enter a new year, 2008, how will we, as a larger family at First Christian
Church, become more entwined as we share our faith with each other, this community
and our world? In faithfulness, | believe the Holy Spirit will direct us and yll us with
great joy! Let us all have that spirit of willingness T for our sake and for Godds anointed
King!

I look forward to this Sunday as we share breakfast (bring enough to share with
others) at 9:00 am in Disciple House, learn in Sunday school at 10:15 and worship God
in the Praise Service at 11:16.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Richard

P.S. Congratulations to Rev. Gala Strunk for thirty years of ministry at FCC. We have
been blessed with an incredible music ministry as witnessed Christmas Eve. Gala,
thanks for being a living gift to our church! (P.S.S. T thanks also for asking my dad to
read the John 1 lesson in your place on Christmas Eve T a gift to me).







