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SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:00 Traditional Service in
Sanctuary
10:15 Sunday School
11:16 Praise Service in
Disciple House

Church Ofyce Hours
Monday-Thursday
8:00 - 4:30
Friday
8:00 - Noon
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Dear Church Family,

Week of Compassion is a familiar phrase for
long-time Disciples of Christ members, but
maybe unknown to some of you.

WelléWeek of Compassion is the relief and
refugee ministry fund of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) responding around the world to victims of natural
disasters and political situations that cause devastating health, hunger, and
housing problems among the affected people.

In 2007, WOC provided $1.3 million in relief and recovery funds to meet
emergency needs worldwide, including the Sudan and Darfur crisis, for
tsunami victims in India, and in Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas for
continuing hurricane recovery. WOC responded to 276 requests/situations
in 2007, for an average of once every 1.3 days. And, this is done with only
3-4 paid administrators T remarkable!

WOCGs director, Johnny Wray, is deeply grateful to the many Discipleso
churches that provide the resources to enable WOC to be so responsive.

Our Week of Compassion emphasis at First Christian Church in Longview
will be the week of February 17", This will be our opportunity to offer a hand
to a stranger in need and to make a difference in the lives of our neighbors
in the U.S. and around the world.

Please use the Week of Compassion envelope for your gift, or simply write
Week of Compassion (WOC) on your check.

In Christés love,

Larry Partain Rev. David Farmer
Outreach Chair Minister of Outreach
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e Our Lenten journey has begun. It was wonder-

Mindntr_, ful to see so many people in church this past

Q\: Sunday. If being in worship each week is not
i\ a current habit for you, then | encourage you

to make it a discipline and continue to be here

each Sunday. | have been told that it takes 21
consecutive days to create a habit. Allow your 40 day Lenten
journey to help focus on being an active part of First Christian
Church and to help you grow closer to God and redirect your life
in a way that is pleasing to God.

Another joy | experienced this past Sunday was par-
ticipating in Pastords Class with Ms. Lyn. Fifteen eager students
were paired with elders as they began learning about their faith
and the church in preparation for baptism. As adults, | invite
you to re-consider such enthusiasm when you participated in a
pastords class and your baptism.

A recent conversation we have had among church

staff is the need to keep everything fisimpled during Lent. My
question to you is: What can/will you do to simplify your life
and reclaim proper focus? Bartonts Bistro on Sunday evenings
offers a study to help us simplify life. If you did not attend the
yrst Bistro, then | hope you will join us this Sunday. | must be
honest: | had hoped to have seen more of you participate in the
Bistro than were present.
The yrst topic in the Region-wide (CCSW) study fiwhatés Go-
ing on Out There (And in Here)?0 was titled: Rattle, Rattle,
Thunder, Clatter, a study that looks out there into our daily
lives and then in here within the church. The hypothesis for
our discussion stated: iWWe come to church and church activities
weary, rattled, and empty from hectic, out of balance lives. We
come with little left to give. We are 0free to choosed in every
area of our lives, but what we fail to realize is that our choices
then bind us. Often our choices block meaningful participation
as the church.o

In recent years, | believe we all have been offered
more dchoicesd to participate in fiout thered than we can juggle.
All | have to do is look at my family calendar each day to be
reminded of who needs to be where and how transportation will
be organized. If we take advantage of every opportunity to fido
this or thato then we will run ragged. Our choices begin to bind
us. When this happens, there is a good chance that our lives will
become weary, rattled and empty from hectic, out of balanced
lives which lack spiritual development.

During Lent, simplify your life. Bind your choices.
Recover a healthy, spiritual balance for daily living T for your
sake and for Christfs sake. 101l see you Sunday.

Richard

NOLA Here We Come!

Sunday, March 30 will be here
Miss RIP sooner than we realize. For those

who are interested in traveling to

New Orleans to participate in the
mission work project, now is the time to sign-up and notify
Richard Emerson. Several people may not be able to commit
to the entire week (March 30 T April 5); therefore, the week
will be divided into two halves: Sunday through Wednesday
(work half a day) and Wednesday to Saturday. Once again we
will lodge at the Westside Christian Church mission station.
A sign-up sheet will be in the church ofyce.







