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People of the Cross é February 25 ï April 12, 2009
 Ash Wednesday, February 25, begins the season in Lent.  The Palm branches 
from the previous Easter have been burned and these ashes will be imposed upon our 
forehead in the shape of a cross.  The cross is the mark of the season.  This is a peni-
tential season which directs us to Easter.  
Ash Wednesday is intended to be a bold confrontation with death.  Genesis 3: 19 is 
often the phrase spoken when imposing the ashes: ñRemember, O mortal, that you are 
dust; and to dust you shall return.ò  We do not like to think about death but each one 
of us will die.  Fortunately, death isnôt the end of the story for Christians.  Death is but 
the transition into new life which we all welcome.  The cross that Jesus faced is not 
the end of the story; it is the beginning of a new story.  
            Lent is not an enjoyable season but it helps us with our story.  Personal intro-
spection and self-evaluation take place during this 40 day journey through the wilder-
ness.  We remember the 40 year exodus of the Israelites and we recall the 40 days in 
the wilderness in which Jesus is tempted by the Devil.  Lent leads us into Holy Week 
when we journey with Jesus to the cross.  The purpose of the season is to be used as 
a spiritual tool to seek greater conformity with the mind of Christ.  It is also a season 
that helps to develop a disciplined life, not solely using temporary deletions or ad-
ditions but developing spiritual exercises that permanently alter us.  We cannot save 
ourselves by virtue of such spiritual exercises; however, by Godôs grace, we seek 
simply to alleviate the blockages that prevent God from acting freely in and through 
us.  What are those blockages for you?  The confession of Paul is a worthy motto for 
every serious Christian:
            ñI died to the law, so that I might live to God.  I have been cruciýed with 
Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.  And the life I 
now live in the þesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for meò (Galatians 2:19-20).
            I offer several Lenten exercises beginning March 1 that might help you wres-
tle with this wilderness season.  In both worship services, during the Lordôs Prayer, 
we will use the phrase ñé And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against uséò (Luke 11:4).  Meditate on this change for your personal journey.  We 
will return to ñdebts/debtorsò (Matthew 6:12) on Easter Sunday.  In the traditional 
service, the Gloria Patri and the Doxology will not be sung again until Easter Sunday. 
Instead, a stanza of ñAmazing Graceò will be sung each Sunday, and ñHoly is the 
Lordò will be sung as the offering is brought forth.  Think about and meditate upon 
the words you sing.  On Easter Sunday we will sing the Gloriaôs and Praises of Godôs 
mighty resurrection power over death. Also, I anticipate seeing all of you each Sun-
day evening at 5:00 pm for our People of the Cross study.
            Let these seasonal changes, along with those disciplines you choose, help you 
examine your beliefs and worship practices drawing you even closer to the love of 
God. 

Richard
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Save the Date!

Sunday March 8, 2009

Your presence is requested at

Nancy Hollomanõs Retirement Party 

First Christian Church Parsonage
708 North Seventh Street

After the Praise Service

Lenten and Holy Week Services 2009

February 25 - Ash Wednesday, 7am Ash Service, 
Noon - A Prayer and Ash Service, 6:15pm an Ash Ser-
vice.

Sundays, March 1, 8, 22, 29 - Dinner* and Devotion 
in Disciple House at 5:00pm

Sunday, April 5 - Dinner* and Taise Worship at              
5:00pm

Thursday, April 9 - Maudy Thursday Holy Communion

Friday, April 10 - God Friday Prayer Service

Saturday, April 11 - Children's Easter Egg Hunt at           
10:00am.

Sunday, April 12 - Easter Sunday Services and Baptis-
mal Service.

*Lenton Dinner - please bring your own sandwich for 
dinner.

Disciple Crossing
Athens, Texas

February 28 from 8-5
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Souper Bowl total for Newgate Mission was $750.

Both Priscilla and I are overcome by the thoughtfulness and concern 
expressed to us by many members of this church during my recent 
illness.  We feel so fortunate to be members of such a wonderful 
congregation.  Never before have we been a part of such a loving and 
caring congregation, and we are very grateful for opportunity to be 
part of your family.

Sincerely,
Bob Zboray

During the time of William's illness and his death, your 
prayers, visits and þowers warmed our hearts.  We realize 
how much our friends really mean to us during a time like 
this.  May God bless each of you for your expressions of 
compassion and sympathy.

Frances Utzman - Brian, Jon & Debbie



Here are some dates coming up that are important for 
the youth:

B 02/13-15 ð Chi Rho and CYF Mid-Winter Retreat in 
Athens

B 02/22 ð Talent or No Talent Show
B Youth Mission Trip to Galveston will be July 19-25 
 Now and again we will have youth at a familyõs 
house for Youth Family Night. The idea here is to give 
parents a chance to interact with the youth by planning 
the eveningõs events and supper (the host parents their 
children will plan the evening together, no other parents 
are required to participate). 
 The parents should sit down with their children 
and ask these sorts of questions to make planning easier 
and more interactive: òWhat sort of thing would you 
like to do with the youth this weekend?ó òWhat sort of 
questions, topics, themes, etc. would you like to cover 
with the youth this weekend?ó òWhat kind of questions 
do you have about the Bible, your faith, or the church, 
etc. do you want to look at this weekend?ó 
 The event can be as creative or simple as the 
host family likes. The time will be the same (5:30-7:
30). If you would like to host the youth or if you have 
questions please let me know by phone or email. 
(There will be no Youth Family Night during February or 
March due to other events)
 We are doing something different and fun with 
the þrst Talent or No Talent Show. This will be a really 
fun event and will serve as the second fundraiser this 
year for the Mission Trip this summer to Galveston.
   Tyler Lopez (Youth Director)

Lopez_Ty@yahoo.com
972-896-9556

FCC presents the All Church
TALENT (OR NO TALENT) SHOW!!!

Sunday, February 22 at 5 p.m. in Disciple House

Sunday School classes, groups, and individuals 
are encouraged to sign up

 for the talent or no talent show.  We will have judges and 
rumor  

has it that they CAN be bought!  Please sign up in the church 
office.   

We ask that you limit your act to 4 - 5 minutes.

Dinner will be served by the FCC Youth as
 a fund raiser for their  Mission Trip.

Mark your calendars to attend this fun event!
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EAGLE SCOUT COURT OF HONOR

Boy Scout Troop 219 will be holding an Eagle Scout 
Court of Honor on Sunday, February 22 at 4:00pm in the 
FCC Sanctuary.  Four of our Scouts will be receiving the 
Eagle Award - Dennis Davis, Caleb Wright, DJ Smelly, 
and Nolen Booth.  A reception will be held in the parlor 
immediately afte the ceremony.  The public is invited.




